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Description 
Senate File 486 provides changes to two property tax levies available to community college 
districts.  It allows both the Facilities Levy, established in Iowa Code section 260C.22, and the 
voter-approved portion of the Equipment Levy, established in Iowa Code section 260C.28, to be 
continued by resolution of the Board of Trustees without voter approval after a levy has been 
approved by voters for two consecutive elections and has been in place for 20 consecutive 
years.  This Bill allows the Boards to continue each of the levies by resolution at the current 
rates for periods not exceeding 10 years.  This Bill provides that levies renewed by resolution 
can be discontinued or the rate changed by petition of eligible electors and subsequent election. 

Background 
The Facilities Levy is limited to an amount not exceeding $0.2025 per $1,000 of valuation for up 
to 10 years with voter approval.  All 15 of the community colleges have the levy in place at the 
maximum level for FY 2015.  All have had it approved in two previous consecutive elections.  By 
the completion of the latest voter-approved term, all will have had the levy in place for at least 
20 consecutive years.  In FY 2015, the levy generated $29.1 million statewide. 
 
The Boards of Trustees of the community colleges may, and do, annually certify an Equipment 
Levy of $0.03 per $1,000 valuation for equipment replacement purposes.  In addition to that, the 
Boards may seek voter approval of another $0.06 per $1,000 valuation for up to 10 years for 
purposes of sharing programs between community colleges and for purchase of instructional 
equipment.  All 15 colleges have both portions of the levy in place at the maximum level for  
FY 2015.  Twelve of the colleges have had it approved by voters in two previous consecutive 
elections and will have had it in place for at least 20 consecutive years at the completion of the 
latest term.  The remaining three colleges will need to seek voter-approval for one additional  
10-year term before being able to take advantage of the provisions of SF 486.  In FY 2015, the 
voter approved levy generated $8.6 million statewide. 
 
For an overview of all property tax levies available to community college districts, see the 
Legislative Services Agency Fiscal Topic:  Community College Property Tax Revenue. 

Assumptions 
Costs to community college districts to conduct elections and to promote voter approval of 
levies vary greatly.  While the costs are unlikely to exceed $100,000 for any one district, the 
annual statewide cost in years when more than one district is facing a levy election most likely 
exceeds that amount. 
 
The following chart shows the estimated amount of property tax generated from FY 2016 
through FY 2020 by renewals of levies by resolution rather than voter approval.  The estimates 
are based on assumptions regarding annual increases in taxable valuations ranging from 3.7% 
to 4.4%. 
 

http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=86&hbill=SF486
mailto:robin.madison@legis.iowa.gov
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=86&hbill=SF486
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/260C.22.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/260C.28.pdf
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=86&hbill=SF486
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/FT/21137.pdf


 
*Totals may not add due to rounding. 

Fiscal Impact 
Senate File 486 will save community college districts statewide an estimated average of 
$100,000 annually in election and promotion costs, beginning in FY 2016. 
 
This Bill will allow the continuation of levies without voter approval generating approximately 
$842,000 in FY 2017, $2.6 million in FY 2018, $4.7 million in FY 2019, and $5.1 million in  
FY 2020. 

Sources 
Iowa Association of Community College Trustees 
Department of Management 
 
 
 

/s/ Holly M. LYons 
  

 
The fiscal note for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and the Iowa Code.  Data used in 
developing this fiscal note is available from the Fiscal Services Division of the Legislative Services 
Agency upon request.  
 

FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020
Plant Levy (20.25¢)
02-North Iowa Area - - 1,455,919$   1,520,661$   1,579,902$   
15-Indian Hills - - - 1,234,606     1,282,702     

Equipment Levy (6.00¢)
01-Northeast Iowa - - - 697,875        725,062        
04-Northwest - - - - 267,663        
06-Iowa Valley - - 283,061        295,648        307,166        
09-Eastern Iowa - 841,598        873,790        912,645        948,199        
Statewide -$                841,598$      2,612,770$   4,661,436$   5,110,694$   
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